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Doc.  No.  58. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 
Februarv  14,  1862. 


Gentlemen  of  the   Senate 

and  House  of  Delegates : 


I  invite  your  attention  to  the  communication  from  the  president  of  tho 
auditing  board,  and  tlic  resolution  whicli  accompanies  it,  and  also  sundry  papers  from  the 
acting  quarter  master  general  of  Virginia,  embracing  a  con'espondence  with  the  quarter 
master  gi'ueml  of  the  confederate  government.  The  question  presented  is  of  the  first  im- 
portance, and  demands  the  consideration  and  prompt  action  of  the  general  assembly  for  tho 
protection  of  the  inti^rosts  of  the  state. 

The  proclamation  issued  from  this  department  on  the  6th  of  June  last,  received  the  ap- 
proval of  the  advisory  council,  and  was  submitted  to  the  president  of  the  Confederate  States 
before  its  publication.  The  proclamation  shows  what  the  state  proposed  to  do,  and  what 
was  proposed  to  be  done  was  done  at  a  subsequent  day. 


Respectfully, 


JOHN  LETCHER. 


Doc.  No.  58. 


[No.  1.]      .  •(  . 

George    W.  MunforJ,  President   Auditing  Board  of   Virginia,  to   His 
Excellency  (he   Governor  of    Virgitiia. 


Auditing  Board  of  Virginia, 
Richmond,  February  4tli,  1862. 


Sir: 


I  enclose  hcrcwitli  a  communication  from  Capt.  L.  E.  Smoot,  A.  Q.  M.  Va., 
with  tlip.  accomjiauyiug  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  property  by  officers  of  Vir- 
ginia to  similar  officers  in  the  confederate  service.  And  also  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of 
this  board  on  the  same  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 


GEO.  W.  MUNFOED, 

Pres.  AuJ.  Bd.  of  V<u 


Hit  Exr.dlcncy  John  Letcher, 

Governor  of  Virginia. 
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[No.  2.] 

ResolutioJi  of  Audinns:  Board  of  Virghiia,  referred  to  in  Letter  of  George 
W.  Munford  to  the   Governor. 


Upon  tlic  commuuication  of  Captain  L.  R.  Smoot,  in  charge  of  Qr.  Mr.  general's  of- 
fice Virginia  forces,  dated  January  23,  1362,  enclosing  correspondence  witli  the  Qr.  Mr. 
general  of  the  C.  S.  A.  on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  property  by  officers  of  the  Qr.  Mr. 
department  of  Virginia  to  similar  officers  in  the  confederate  service,  the  board,  perceiving- 
that  upon  the  views  taken  by  the  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  of  the  C.  S.  A.,  he  has  no  power  to  recog- 
nize such  transfers,  and  seeing  the  necessity,  ia  oider  to  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  ac- 
counts between  Virginia  and  the  C.  S.  A.,  that  some  action  should  be  taken  in  regard 
thereto,  have  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

That  said  communication  be  submitted  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  with  a  request  that 
he  take  such  action  as  to  him  shall  seem  proper  to  secure  to  Virginia  the  credit  due  to  her 
in  the  settlement  of  her  accounts  with  the  C.  S.  A.  for  all  property  purchased  by  her  autho- 
rities, which  has  been  turned  over  to  and  received  by  proper  officers  of  the  C.  S.  A.  for 
their  use  and  benefit. 

The  question  really  presented  being  this :  When  supplies  were  purchased  by  Virginia 
for  the  army,  and  could  not  be  used  for  it,  after  the  transfer  of  all  her  troops  to  the  C.  S.  A., 
the  alternative  was  presented  either  to  sell  those  remaining  on  hand  and  not  used  before  the 
cessation  of  army  operations  by  Virginia,  or  to  transfer  them  to  the  C.  S.  A.  for  their  use. 
It  seemed  proper,  where  a  quarter  master  or  a  commissary  in  Virginia  service  became  a  Qr. 
Mr.  or  commissary  in  C.  S..  A.,  that  the  property  held  previously  in  the  former  character 
should  be  taken  by  such  officer  in  the  latter  character,  and  he  should  account  to  Virginia  in 
the  voucher  of  his  receipt  as  confederate  officer,  and  to  the  C.  S.  A.  for  the  proper  issue  of 
the  property  to  the  forces. 

And  so  in  like  cases  when  the  same  person  -was  not  an  officer  in  both  services. 

A  copy — Teste, 

J.  BELL  BIGGER, 

Clk-  of  Roard^ 
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[No.  3.] 

Letter  of  L.  R.  S/noot,  Cap.  and  A.  Q.  M.  in  charge  Qr.  Mr.  GcnVs 
Office  Virginia  forces,  transmitting  copies  of  Corrcspondc?icc  ivith  the 
Qr.  Mr.  Gcnci-ai  C.  S.  Army,  ami  calling  attention  to  the  position 
assumed  by  that  office  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  property  by  officers 
of  this  department  to  same  officers  in  C.  S.  Army,  disavoicing  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  absence  of  an  agreement  between  the  government  and 
the  state  of  Virginia,  Sfc.  c^'f.  ^'c. 


QUARTKR  JIaSTER  GeXL's  OFFICE  Va.  FORCES, 
Richmond,  January  22,  1862. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  horewith,  the  following  copies  of  letter?  of  file 
and  record  in  this  office,  viz :  A.  C.  Myers,  Qr.  Mr.  Geul.  C.  S.  A.  to  this  oflice,  of  date? 
December  11th  and  24th,  1861,  and  January  17th,  18G2. 

L.  R.  Smoot,  in  charge  of  Qr.  Mr.  Genl's  office  Virginia  forces,  to  Col.  A.  C.  Myer.s,  Qr. 
Mr.  Gcnl.  C.  S.  A.,  of  dates  November  6,  December  11th,  12th  and  Mth,  1861. 

Also  a  list  of  (ill  letters,  with  brief  of  their  contents,  addressed  by  this  office  to  that  offi- 
cer, made  necessary  by  the  fact  that  his  letter  of  24th  December  ult.  purjjorts  to  be  a  reply 
to  my  various  letters,  without  giving  their  dates. 

After  the  receipt  of  his  letter  dated  24th  ult.  I  had  concluded  to  forbear  all  further  at* 
tempts  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  in  any  purpose  I  had  in  Aiew  to  pro- 
tect the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  stale  of  Virginia.  I  trust  I  do  that  officer  no  injustice 
when  I  state  that  his  conunuuications  to  this  office  bear  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  my 
conclusion  in  this  respect. 

As  the  I'.ead  of  an  administrative  bureau,  it  might  have  been  regarded  as  discoiuteous  in 
me  to  have  addressed  my  comnnuiic^ition  directly  to  the  secretary  of  war,  or  to  the  auditor 
of  the  treasury.  Knowing  full  well  the  arduous  character  of  the  business  confided  to  his 
charge,  I  was  careful  to  disavow  any  needless  intrusion  upon  his  attention ;  and  after  I  had 
stated  at  length  both  the  occasion  and  necessity  inducing  the  correspondence,  mj-  own  self- 
respect  as  well  as  a  proper  regard  for  the  position  I  occupied,  suggested  the  impropriety  of 
«  fmther  conespondence  in  rcgard  to  the  subjects  referred  to  in  my  letters  of  the  7th  and 
]]th  December  ultimo. 

The  occasion  for  his  letter  of  the  17th  inst.,  to  which  your  attention  is  particularly  di- 
rected, arose  from  either  an  after  consideration  of  the  fact  that  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  De- 
cember was  not  susceptible  of  the  construction  he  intended,  or  was  induced  by  the  receipt 
of  my  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  enclosing  lists  of  transfers  of  property  by  officers  of  this  de- 
partment to  officers  of  the  same  department  in  the  C.  S.  Army.  No  acknowledi-ment  or 
other  notice  had  been  taken  by  that  officer  of  similar  communications  and  enclosures  dated 
November  6th  and  December  13th;  and  the  reason  inducing  their  transmission  is  plainly 
set  forth  in  the  one  first  refciTed  to,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  I  was  not  unmindful  of 
the  fact  that  responsibility  would  properly  attach  to  this  office  in  their  absence,  in  case  the 
«fficcrs  so  receiving  should  omit,  for  any  cause,  to  take  up  in  their  returns  to  the  C.  S.  tho 


\ 
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property  transferred  to  them  by  the  state  of  Virginia.  I  entertained  no  question  as  to  the 
responsibility  of  that  government  for  this  property,  so  far  as  it  had  gone  into  the  custody 
of  the  proper  ofiBcers  of  the  army ;  and  I  am  therefore  greatly  surprised  at  tlie  position  now- 
assumed  by  the  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.,  if  I  j)ropcrly  construe  it,  as  disavowing  all  responsibility  for 
this  property  on  behalf  of  the  confederate  government,  in  the  absence  of  some  special  agree- 
ment between  the  government  and  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Since  I  have  had  the  charge  of  this  office,  and  the  duty  of  adjudicating  preliminarily  the 
accounts  of  its  officers,  I  have  steadily  kept  in  view  a  purpose  to  have  the  latter  conform, 
as  far  as  possible,  to  the  requirement  of  the  accounting  bureaus  of  the  confederate  govern- 
ment ;  and  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  I  was  making  very  fair  progress  in  that  work. 

I  was  advLsed  by  the  '2d  auditor  of  the  treasury  department  himself,  long  since,  that  the 
most  formidable  objections  to  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  this  character,  submitted  by 
other  states,  were  found  in  the  failure  to  show  the  disposition  made  of  the  property  pur- 
chased ;  and  the  off'orts  of  this  office  have  been  carefully  and  assiduously  directed  to  the 
removal  of  this  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  accounts  to  be  submitted  by  the  state  of  Virginia 
for  adjudication  by  that  officer. 

If,  ho^vever,  the  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  of  the  C.  S.,  as  I  conclude,  cff'ectually  oppo.ses  the  further 
progress  of  my  labors  in  this  respect,  the  subject  merits,  and  I  trust  will  receive  the  most 
prompt  and  careful  consideration  of  the  auditing  board,  with  a  view  to  such  action  as  may 
be  calculated  to  remedy  the  delay  and  embarrassment.  The  files  of  this  office  afford  no 
-evidence  of  any  agreement,  either  general  or  special,  of  the  character  referred  to  by  the 
'Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  C.  S.  A.  iu  his  letter  of  the  17th  iu.stant. 

Before  concluding  this  communication,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  request  mad© 
in  my  letter  of  the  7tli  December  ultimo,  and  the  reasons  inducing  it,  which  aie  more  fully 
given  in  my  letter  of  the  ]2th  same  month,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  I  am 
not  advised  that  the  action  requested  has  been  taken  by  the  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.,  or  that  it  will  be. 
My  views,  as  expressed  therein,  have  undergone  no  change;  and  it  becomes  thus  a  matter 
•of  great  importance,  if  not  of  absolute  necessity,  to  a  proper  settlement  of  the  accounts  in 
■this  office,  that  the  action  requested  be  promptly  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

L.  E.  SMOOT, 
Capt.  Sf  A.  Q.  M.  in  charge, 
<COL.   G.   W.   MUNFORD, 

Frest.  Aud.  Board. 


Doc.  No.  58. 


9 


[No.  4] 

A  list  sJioivhig  (ill  letters,  with  brief  of  their  contents,  addressed  to  Qr. 
Mr.  Genl.^C.  S.  Army,  by  L.  It.  Smoot,  Capt.  and  A.  Qr.  Mr.  in 
charge  of  Qr.  Mr.  GenVs  Oflcc,  J^irginia  J'orccs,  to  date. 


No. 


4, 

7, 
^, 
9, 
10, 
11. 
12, 


DATE. 

1 

If^ol. 

Oct.  -^4, 

G30, 

ni, 

G5.">, 

Nov.    4, 

(iGO, 

C>: 

CG7, 

18, 

GDG, 

20, 

711, 

Dec.    7, 

7. "(5, 

7, 

7r)G, 

11, 

7G4, 

11, 

7GH, 

1'<J, 

772, 

13, 

77G, 

14, 

783, 

1862. 

Jan.     2, 

835, 

BRIEF  OF  CONTENTS. 


Requesting  that  $G  50  be  stopjicd  against  Lt.  Bush,  5th  regiment 
Virginia  volunteers. 

Requesting  that  ecrtain  stoppages,  per  list,  be  made  agtiinst  Rock- 
bridge 2d  dragoons. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  $  G  50,  stopped  against  Lt.  Bush,  oth  rc- 
gimtsnt  Virginia  volunteers. 

Copy  herewith,  transmitting  lists  of  transfers  of  property  to  Qr. 
Mrs.  C.  S.  A.  by  otlicers  of  Virginia  forces. 

Requests  that  the  proper  steps  may  be  taken  to  collect  the  btilance 
due  by  company  F,  1st  regim<'Ut  Virginia  volunteers,  for  clothing 
issued  by  the  state,  disbanded  by  order  of  secretary  of  war. 

Requests  that  balance  fur  clothing  (tlie  final  muster  and  pay  roll 
e.\hibited  by  Lt.  Co.\  of  company  F,  1st  regiment,  being  satisfac- 
tory) be  stopped  against  Captain  SchaefFer,  company  F,  J  st  re- 
giment. 

Requests  views  of  his  office  in  regard  to  commutation  of  ofllcers' 
quarters  and  fuel,  especially  to  officers  at  Norfolk  and  in  its  vi- 
cinity. 

Asks  that  this  office  be  promjjtly  notified  of  all  collections  made 
by  officers  of  his  department  in  behalf  of  the  state,  "in  order 
that  tlie  proper  charges  and  credits  may  be  made  on  its  books." 

Copy  herewith,  enclosing  a  list,  showing  the  issue  of  41  horses,  25 
saddles  and  bridles  and  1  buggy  and  harness  to  sundry  officei-s, 
by  Major  Ficklin. 

Asks  whether  chiim  of  Col.  Anderson  for  commutation,  enclosed, 
rests  upon  same  grounds  as  those  of  Gcnl.  Huger  and  Capt. 
Johnson,  allowed  by  him. 

Cjijjy  herewitli,  renewing  request  of  7tb  inst.  in  regard  to  notifica- 
tion of  all  collections  in  behalf  of  the  state,  by  officers  of  his  de- 
partment, and  assigning  reasons  therefor. 

Transmittjng  furtlier  lists  of  transfers  of  property  by  officers  of  this 
department  to  officers  of  same  department  in  thoi».  S.  army. 

Copy  lierewith,  suggested  by  reply  to  letter  of  1 1th  December, 
transmitting  list  of  horses,  &c.  issued  by  Major  Ficklin. 

Transmitting  further  lists  of  transfers  of  property  by  officers  of 
thi.s  department  to  officers  of  the  same  departnicnt  in  the  C.  S. 
army. __^___ 


Qr.  Mr.  Gfnfs  Office,  J'irsrinii  forces, 

llichmund,  yirginia,  Jantiary  1SG2, 
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[No.  6.] 

Letter  of  L,  R.  Smoot,  Coft.  and  A.  Q.  M.  in  charge  Qr.  Mr. 
Office  Virgh'ui  Forces,  to  Col.  A.  C.  Myers,  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  C. 


GenVa 

S.A.. 


in  relatio7i  to  lists  of  transfers  {enclosed)  by  Officers  late  of  this  De2)art- 
mcnt,  to  Officers  of  same  De'partmcnt  C.  S.  A. 


Sm: 


QUARTKRMASTKR   GeNRRAL'S   OfFICE  VIRGINIA  FORCES, 

Richmond,  November  6,  1861. 


I  enclose  herewith,  sundry  lists  of  transfers  of  property  by  ofBcers  late  of  this 
<]epartment,  to  officers  of  the  same  department  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  as 
follows : 

1.  J.  Maury  Garland,  K..  Q.  M.  Virginia  forces,  to  same,  C.  S.  service. 

2.  Sam'l  H.  Boykin, 

3.  B.  J.  Jordan,  " 

4.  J.  B.  McClelland, 

5.  Chas.  W.  Hardy, 

6.  W.  T.  Hardy, 

7.  J.  A.  Johnston,  " 

8.  Henry  W.  Cox,  Act'g   " 

Others  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  fiirnished  from  time  to  time. 

In  sending  you  these  lists  of  property  (to  which  for  the  most  part  its  value  is  no* 
affixed),  I  do  not  desire  to  open  the  qixesLion  of  indebtedness  between  the  state  of  Virginia 
and  the  Confederate  States,  but  simply  furnish  them  as  auxiliaries  in  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  officers  named. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant. 


(Signed) 

Col.  a.  C.  Myers, 

Q.  M.  General  C.  S.  A, 


L.  R.  SMOOT, 
Capt.  Sf  A.  Q.  M.  in  charge 
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[No.  6.] 

L.  R.  Sinoot,  C(q)t.  aiid  A.  Q.  M.  in  charge  of  Qr.  Mr.  GciiVs   Office 
Virginia  Forces,  to  Col.  A.  C.  Myers,  Qr.  Mr.  Gc7il.  C.  S.  A. 


Quartermaster  Gexer.vl's  Offick  Virginia  Forces, 
Richmond,  Dei;ember  11,  18G1. 
Sir: 

From  the  accounts  of  Major  B.  F.  Ficklin,  tlie  parties  uamed  in  the  anuexed 
list  havo  been  charged  on  the  books  of  this  offico  with  horses,  equipments,  &c.  Other 
<juartormastcrs  and  assistants,  late  of  this  department,  have  also  furnished  similar  property, 
upon  requisitions  and  receipts,  to  officers  in  the  field,  making  together  quite  a  large  expen- 
diture by  the  state  on  this  account.  By  direction  of  the  auditing  board,  I  am  required  to 
notify  them  that  they  can  only  hold  this  property  with  your  approval ;  otherwise,  the  cost 
price  will  be  required  to  be  paid  to  the  state. 

Before  advising  the  parties,  I  desire  to  be  informed  to  what  extent,  on  behalf  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  you  will  recognize  the  transfersjn  the  cases  named. 

Major  Ficklin  was  doubtless  governed  in  his  action  by  a  just  regard  for  the  wants  of  the 
service,  at  the  time,  and  it  may  be  that  the  same  occasion  exists  now  as  formerly  fcr 
t^ieir  use. 

It  would  save  this  office  infinite  lalK)r  and  embarrassment,  could  you  with  propriety 
relieve  the  state  of  all  further  connection  with  it,  by  requiring  the  parties  to  account  for  this 
property,  through  your  office,  to  the  confederate  government,  and  thus  allow  the  state  to 
receive  credit  for  the  same  in  settlement. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob^t  servant, 

(Signed)  L.  R.  SMOOT, 

Caj)t.  JV  ^1-  Q   ^^-  iw  charge. 
Col.  a.  C.  Myer.s, 

q.  M.  General  C.  S.  A. 
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[No.  7.] 

Col  A.  C.  Mi/ers,  Qr.  Mr.  Gcnl.   C.  S.  A.  to  L.  R.  Smoof,  Capt.  and 
A.  Q.  M.  in  charge  of  Q.  M.  GenVs  Office  Virginia  Forces. 


CONFEOERATE  STATES   OF   AmEjKR'A, 

QHurtcr  Master  GeneraVs  Department, 

Richmond,  Dec.  11,  I8G1 
Sir: 

I  liave  received  your  communication  of  this  date,  enclosing'  a  statrmcut  of 
Lorses  and  eciiiipments  transferred  to  sundry  officers  by  Major  Ficklin,  quarter  master  Vir- 
ginia forces,  and  asking  to  be  informed  whether,  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  this 
department  will  recognize  the  transfers  in  the  cases  named. 

In  rejjly,  I  have  to  state,  that  an  account  must  be  rendered  by  the  officers  referred  to,  to 
the  state  of  Virginia  for  the  property  they  have  received  from  it. 

The  arrangement  you  projwse,  that  this  department  will  require  them  to  account  for  the- 

property  to  the  confederate  government,  cannot  be  made. 

f 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  A.  C.  MYERS, 

Acting  Q.  M.  General. 
Capt.  L.  R.  Smoot,  A.  Q.  M. 

Ill  charge  of  Qr.  Mr.  GcnVs  Office  Fa.  Forces,  ' 
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[No.  8.] 

L.  R.  Swoof,   Capt.  and  A.  Q.  M.  hi  charge  of  Q.  M.  GcnVs   Office 
Virginia  Forces,  to  Col.  A.  C.  Myers,  Qr.  Mr.  Gail.  C.  S.  A. 


Quarter  Master  Genl's  Office  Va.  Forces, 
Richmond,  December  12,  1S61. 
Sir: 

In  further  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  the  9tli  instant,  and  as  an  explanation  of 
the  reasons  imlacing  my  request  of  the  7th  instant,  that  this  office  bo  promptly  advised  of 
any  and  all  collections  by  the  officers  of  your  department,  on  account  of  the  state  for 
clothing,  &c.,  I  ask  your  attention  to  the  followinj^  facts; 

The  expenditures  of  this  department  "fur  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Confederacy,  in 
preparation  for"  and  "in  conducting  the  war  now  existing  against  the  United  States," 
have  been  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars.  A  large  portion  of  this  sum  has  been  expended 
in  tlie  purchase  and  manufacture  of  clothing,  «Src.  for  the  troops,  which  has  been  issued  by 
the  officers  of  this  department  to  the  volunteers  from  this  state  and  other  stuteg  in  the 
service  of  the  confederate  government. 

Regarding  ihesc  expenditures  as  not  coming  strictly  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  of 
August  30tli,  1 861 ,  providing  for  a  reiniburpement  to  the  state  by  the  government,  as  they 
constitute  proper  deductions  from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men,  the  attention  of  this 
office  has  been  directed  to  the  subject  of  ascertaining  how  far  the  state  has  already  been 
reimbursed  by  collections,  and  what  further  steps  might  be  necessary  to  secure  any  sums 
unpaid. 

Accordingly,  the  paym.".ster  general  of  the  staLo  was  requested  on  the  27th  ultimo  to 
furnish  a  list  of  the  stoppages  mad''  upon  the  rolls  of  payment  through  his  office. 

This  is  in  course  of  preparati(ui  at  this  time,  and  it  is  expected  to  show  as  v.ell  stoppages 
for  and  on  account  of  the  Confederate  States  for  issues  of  clothing  by  the  clothing  depart- 
ment after  the  8th  June  last,  at  which  period  it  was  transferred  to  the  confederate  govern- 
ment, inasmuch  as  the  payment  to  the  troops  by  the  state  included  all  that  month.  The 
matter  is  still  further  embarrassed  and  conijdicated  by  the  returns  of  state  quartermasters, 
embracing  issues  of  clothing  by  Captain  McClelland  on  Confederate  States  account,  and 
the  noting  of  stoppages  previously  omitted,  through  ignorance  or  neglect,  upon  rolls  of 
muster  and  payment,  paid  by  the  officers  of  your  dep.'irtmcut  on  p.iy  duty  for  issues  on 
behalf  of  the  state  made  prior  to  the  date  of  transfer  by  the  state  to  the  Confederate  States. 

If  it  were  practicable,  much  labor  would  be  avoided  by  the  assumption  by  the  Confederate 
States  government  of  these  purchases  of  clothing,  deducting  therefrom  only  such  sums  a.s 
have  been  paid  over  to  the  state;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  such  a  proposition  would  not  be 
favorably  considered  under  present  circumstances.  This  office  is  therefore  forced  to  take 
such  action  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  state  as  occur  to  it  to  be  proper  and  necessary ; 
and  my  letter  of  the  7th  ijstant,  prefening  the  request  named,  was  to  provide  for  this  class 
of  cases,  and  not  the  solitarij  one  alluded  to  in  your  reply  of  the  9th  instant. 

I  regard  the  measure  as  one  of  importance  in  this  connection,  and  neither  admitting 
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delay  or  refusal,  AvitLout  scriouslj'  cudangcring  the  pecuniary  interests  involved.  I  have 
therefore  to  renew  uiy  request  that  the  officers  of  j-our  dcpa*tment  he  required  (by  circular 
X)r  otherwise)  to  promptly  notify  this  office  of  all  collections  received  by  them  on  account 
of  the  state  of  Virginia,  together  with  such  particulars  and  details  as  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  this  office  to  make  the  proper  entries  on  its  books. 

Veiy  respectfully, 

Your  obdt.  sei"v't, 


(Signed) 


L.  R.  SMOOT, 
Cuj.tnin  and  A.  Q,.  M.  in  charge. 


Col.  a.  C.  Myers, 

Q.  M.  GcnH  C  S.  A. 
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[No.  0.] 


L.  R.  Smoot,  Cap/,  and  A.  Q.  M.  in  charge  Q.  M.  GcnVs  Office  Vir- 
ginia forces,  to  Col.  A.  C.  Mijcrs,  Qr.  Mr.  Geii'l  C  S.  A. 


QrAUTi.R  Master  Gkneral's  QrricE  Va.  Force!?, 
Richmond,  December  14,  1861. 
Sir  : 

I  take  it  for  granted  tliat  tlieic  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  right  of  tho 
state  of  Virginia  to  receive  credit  for  all  property  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  proper 
officers  of  the  confederate  governn^ent,  ur.di  r  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  the  state 
of  June  last,  directing  the  transfer  of  the  entire  militaiy  and  naval  establishment  to  that 
government. 

It  has  occurred  to  nic,  hoAvever,  that  the  transfers  of  properly  in  some  cases  by  officers 
of  this  department  have  not  been  entirely  of  this  class;  and  among  such  may  be  classed, 
iu  part  at  least,  the  list  furnished  you  with  my  letter  of  11th  instant,  of  horses,  equip- 
ments, &.C.  by  Major  13.  F.  Ficklin.  I  am  also  of  tho  opinion  that  it  will  require  your 
approval  to  make  them  or  any  portion  proper  transfers. 

The  rcgulationi^  of  this  department,  paragraph  1,030  (identical  with  paragraph  71  of 
your  department),  contain,  as  I  believe,  the  only  privilege  iu  regard  to  the  transfer  of  horses 
by  the  quarter  master  to  officers  for  use,  whether  private  or  public ;  and  in  the  latter  it  is 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  head  of  the  quarter  master's  department  should  decide 
whether  the  public  interests  require  the  issue. in  each  instance.    . 

Under  this  view  of  the  case,  I  submitted  for  your  app'-opriate  action  the  list  accompany- 
ing my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  and  to  which  I  have  your  reply  of  same  date.  I  have 
now  to  add  the  following  particulars: 

1.  The  receipt  of  Capt.  D.  II.  Wood  is  signed  by  him  as  an  assistant  Q.  M.  C.  S.  A.  for 
two  hor.ses,  saddles  and  liridles.  Capt.  McClelland's  accountability  for  one  horse  instead  of 
three,  as  stated  (the  others  being  shown  to  be  errors  by  Major  F.),  has  been  settled  by  his 
receipt  to  himself  of  Virginia  farces  on  C.  S.  account.  Lieut.  D.  R.  Minor's  receipt  is 
signed  as  Lieut.  C.  S.  navy,  for  the  use  of  the  bureau  of  ordnance  and  hydrography. 
Lieut.  J.  Johns'  is  signed  Lieut,  and  A.  A.  C.  S:,  C.  S.  A.  Lieut.  W.  R.  Bullock's  is 
signed  2d  Lieut.  C.  S.  infantry  mustering  officer.  Capt.  Lardner  Gibbons'  is  signed  Capt. 
C.  S.  A.  ordnance  duty.  , 

The  following  are  of  a  more  informal  character: 

2.  Gen'l  J.  II.  Winder,  signed  Brig.  Gen'l  and  Inspector  Geni  of  camps.  Col.  Andrew 
Talcott,  signed  State  Engineer.  J.  J.  Clark,  signed  Ass't  Engineer  state  of  Virginia. 
Col.  W.  B  Bate,  signed  Col.  Comd'g  Walker's  Legion  (2d  Tenn.),  by  order  of  Governor 
Letcher.  M.  V/.  Chiskey,  signed  Capt.  Ass't  Q.  M.  2d  Tenn.  vols.  Lieut.  Kendrick,  for 
use  of  Gen'l  Deas'  office.  Lieut.  W.  L.  Powell,  signed  Lieut.  P.  M.  army,  order  Col. 
Heth,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen'l.  Lieut.  Th.  Jeff.  Page,  jr.,  signed  2d  Lieut.  Virginia  army,  order 
Col.  Heth,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen'l. 
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In  your  teply  you  stritc  that  "  an  account  must  be  ronderotl  by  tlio  officers  referred  to,  to 
the  state  of  Virginia  for  the  property  they  had  received  from  it." 

From  the  foregoing  you  will  perceive  that  some  have  rendered  an  account  to  the  state, 
and  balanced  their  accountability,  by  assuming  it  on  Confederate  States  account ;  in  others, 
the  parties,  in  their  capacities  as  Confederate  States  officers,  have  receipted  for  the  property  5 
and  doubtless  the  others  would  avail  of  the  privilege  if  extended,  to  balatice  with  the  state 
as  in  the  cases  first  mentioned. 

If  you  are  the  proper  officer,  as  I  conclude  yoTi  are,  to  decide  upou  the  propriety  of  this 
latter  course,  and  to  give  it  your  sanction,  I  should  be  pleased  to  be  so  informed,  and  I 
shall  act  accordingly. 

I  have  given  as  fully  the  particulars  of  issue  as  the  limited  information  in  this  office 
affords  ;  and  I  can  only  add  my  impression  that  the  horses,  &c.  are  now  in  the  stafi'  stableS 
in  this  city. 

In  the  case  of  issues  omitted  in  this  letter,  I  have  not  been  able  to  have  access  to  the 
receipts ;  but  they  will  doubtless  he  covered  by  your  action  upon  the  general  proposition. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  scrv't, 


(Signed) 


L.  R.  SMOOT, 
Capt.  and  A.  Q.  M.  in  charge, 


Col.  a.  C.  Myers, 

Q.  M.  Gcn'l  C.  S.  A. 
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[No.  10.] 

Col.  A.  C.  Myers,  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  C.  S.  A.  to  L.  R.  Smoot,  Cap.  and 
A.  Q.  M.  in  charge  Qr.  Mr.  GenVs  Office  Virginia  Forces. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Quarter  Master  GcneraVs  Department, 

Richmond,  Dec.  24, 1861. 
Sir: 

I  have  considered  carefully  the  contents  of  jonr  various  letters,  suggesting 
certain  steps  to  facilitate  an  adjustment  of  accounts  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the 
state  of  Virginia  for  military  supplies  of  different  kinds  supplied  by  the  latter.  With  every 
disposition  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  the  object  you  have  in  view,  I  do  not  see  that 
it  is  practicable  to  carry  out  what  you  desire,  especially  at  this  time. 

I  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Qr.  Mi".  Genl's  department  of  the  state  of  Virginia 
the  following  references  to  acts  of  congress,  calculated,  I  think,  to  dispose  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  of  the  claims  to  which  you  refer. 

These  claims  relate,  as  I  understand,  to  clothing,  horses  and  other  supplies  issued  to  men 
and  oflScers  in  the  Confederate  States  service,  by  oflScials  in  the  state  service. 

The  act  of  congress,  passed  Mai'ch  30,  1861,  No.  258,  provides,  at  length,  for  auditing  the 
claims  of  the  different  states  against  the  confederate  government,  for  advances  and  expen- 
ditures made  by  the  states  for  the  benefit  of  the  Confederacy  in  preparation  for,  or  in  con- 
ducting the  present  war. 

This  looks  of  course  to  the  eventual  payment  of  these  accounts,  and  would  seem  to 
(Jover  the  whole  ground,  except  so  far  as  act  No.  256  of  same  date  may  offer  a  speedier 
remedy  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  such  clothing  as  the  state  of  Virginia  may  have 
furnished  to  her  own  troops  since  August  30,  1861.  For  that,  payment  can  be  made  with- 
out further  legislation  or  delay,  upon  the  presentation  of  the  accounts  to  the  war  department. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed)  A.  C.  MYERS, 

Qr.  M.  Genl. 
Capt.  L.  R.  Smoot,  A.  Q.  M. 

In  charge  of  Qr.  Mr.  Genl's  Office  Va.  Forces. 
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[No.  11.] 

CoL  A.  C.  Myers,  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.   C.  S.  A.  to  L.  R.  Smoot,  Capt.  and 
A.  Qr.  Mr.  in  charge  Qr.  Mr.  Gent's  Office  Va.  Forces. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Quarter  Master  GcneraVs  Department, 

Richmond,  Jan.  17,  1862. 
Sir: 

In  my  communication  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  indicated  to  you  what  I  deemed 
■was  the  proper  disposition  to  make  of  such  papers  as  you  have  from  time  to  time  sent  to 
this  office,  showing  advances  or  transfers  of  property  by  officers  in  the  service  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  to  officers  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  absence  of  some 
special  agreement  between  the  government  and  the  state  of  Virginia,  of  which  I  am  not 
advised.  I  still  hold  to  the  opinion  therein  expressed. 

I  feel  called  on,  therefore,  to  state,  to  prevent  any  false  impression,  that  I  can  make  no 
other  disposition  of  the  returns  recently  made  by  you,  as  also  those  received  prior  to  the 
94th  of  December,  than  to  place  them  on  the  files  of  this  office. 

I  am  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

(Signed)  A.  C.  MYERS, 

Qr.  Mr.  Genl. 
Capt.  L.  R.  Smoot,  A.  Q.  M. 

In  charge  of  Qr.  Mr.  GenVs  Office  Fa.  Forces,  Richmond. 
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By  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

The  delegates  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  in  convention  .isscmblcd,  having,  by  their  ordi- 
nance, passed  April  25th,  1861,  adopted  and  ratified  the  constitution  of  the  provisional 
government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  ordained  and  established  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  the  8th  day  of  February  ]8(>1,  and  the  state  of  Virginia  having  been,  by  an  act 
of  congress  of  this  provisional  government  of  the  Confederate  States,  pa.ssed  May  7,  1861, 
admitted  as  a  state  into  the  confederate  government,  and  the  president  being,  under  the 
constitution  of  the  provisional  government  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
states  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Letcher,  governor  of  Virginia,  by  and  with  the  ad^nce  and  con- 
sent of  the  executive  council,  do  hereby  transfer  to  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States, 
by  regiments,  all  the  volunteer  forces  which  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  Virginia, 
and  do  order  a  hke  transfer  to  be  made  by  regiments,  battalions,  squadrons  and  companies, 
of  all  volunteers  or  militia,  as  the  same  shall  be  formed  and  their  semces  may  be  required. 

I  further  hereby  transfer  to  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  the  command  of  all 
the  officers,  seamen  and  marines  of  the  provisional  navy  of  Virginia,  for  service  in  the  Con- 
federate States. 

I  do  fiirthcr  order,  that  all  officers  of  the  Virginia  service  now  on  duty  in  any  depart- 
ments of  the  stafi',  continue  to  discharge  their  respective  functions,  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  president,  until  otherwise  ordered ;  and  that  all  quartermaster,  commissary 
and  medicinal  stores  belonging  to  the  state,  and  in  charge  of  said  officers,  be  turned  over  for 
the  use  of  the  Confederate.  States,  upon  proper  receipts  for  the  articles  turned  over,  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  accounting  officer  for  settlement.  AH  moneys  in  charge  of  any  of  the 
departments  will  be  forthwitji  returned  into  the  treasury  of  the  state. 

I  do  further  order  all  the  provisional  array  of  Virginia  to  respect  and  obey  all  lawful 
orders  emanating  from  the  president,  or  those  commanding  under  his  authority,  and  that 
the  same  may  be  incorporated,  in  whole  or  in  part,  into  the  provisional  army  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  president. 

I  do  further  authorize  the  use  of  all  public  property,  munitions  of  war,  &c.  captured  from        f„^^ 
the  United  States,  the  machinery  at  Harpers  FeiTy  excejjted,  by  the  president  or  those  act- 
ing under  his  authority,  for  the  common  defence. 

[  Seal.]  Given  under  my  hand  as  governor,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  state,  at  Eichmondi 
this  sixth  day  of  June  1861,  and  in  the  85th  year  of  the  commonwealth. 

JOHN  LETCHEE. 
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